Abstract: Amazonia in contemporary academic as well as public discourse is often placed in opposition to modernity, its peoples and environment represented as offering an alternative to modern ways of seeing and being in the world. Through a contemporary and historical consideration of the Brazilian Amazonian town of Belterra this paper questions such a perspective by emphasizing the complexity of local social and environmental realities as well as the form that outside, modern interventions have taken in the region. The identities of neoAmazonian populations are also discussed, both in relation to their relative invisibility in anthropological theory and wider political narratives as well as the manner in which their indigeneity is now emerging in local contexts. Overall it is argued that paying attention to social and environmental complexity as well as the hybrid social and cultural forms of the region may offer hope for a shared social and environmental future.
modernity is not something that is only being brought from outside but is also an autochthonous, on-going project that is occurring within Amazonian society itself.
Having given this basic historical and sociological background to the fieldsite I will now give a more ethnographic introduction to the places and questions with which this article is concerned.
BELTERRA
The town of Belterra sits on a bluff overlooking the Tapajós River approximately 20 miles from where it runs into the main course of the Amazon. The houses at its center are filled with retirees from Brazil's Ministry of Agriculture who are usually more than willing to show you around their homes and gardens. They talk with pride about the history and character of the town but their most common comment is over how green and peaceful the town is, especially in comparison to the dirt and congestion of the nearby city of Santarém. To emphasize this point many of them will insist on showing visitors around the spacious gardens behind their houses, pointing out the various trees, palms and shrubs and commenting on how nice it is to sit out under the shade of the trees on a hot afternoon. 'I used to like to sleep out here' one old man, Miguel, told me as he showed me one tree that he had surrounded with benches and hammock poles. 'We would sit drinking and talking late into the night and sometimes just sleep here all night. It is very beautiful and tranquil here. Not like in the city. We are with nature here.' however, is a small hollow at the bottom of which lies a water hole. Héctor told me that the water is deep and that he has never known it to dry up. It certainly has lots of fish in it and I also Killick, Evan. 2017. Rubber, Terra Preta spotted a small turtle sitting on a log. As with residents in the center of town Héctor noted how cool and refreshing it is to sit out under the trees and he also referred to the feature as 'natural', noting that 'it has always been here'. In this understanding of the world, industrialization and machines are still beholden to the environments in which they find themselves and humans must take this into consideration as they construct their futures. In this sense Ford's view might be presented as 'ecological' or 'organic', in its sense of understanding of the world as a single, whole and finite system in which machines themselves are subject to their surroundings and whose positioning and running is dependent on their environment and its limitations. As Anna Bramwell has noted "Ecological economists are claimed by some writers to be the first real ecologists. Certainly the call to conserve scarce resources is today perhaps the strongest green argument" (Bramwell 1989:64) . That is Ford did not have a sense that the world and its resources were infinite and human domination therefore limitless. Instead he saw the importance of making his own endeavors, as well as that of his wider company, fit within these constraints and engage with the wider world system. Ultimately this worldview understands humans as part of a single system to which they must continue to adapt themselves and their technology. Here then, while Ford's ideas clearly retain notions of modernity in the appeal to a relatively rationalist vision of the world and dependence on technology, they also show a much more hybrid and unseparated vision of the relation between nature and human actions than that usually associated with the term.
Such arguments are interesting in light of those approaches, including the recent writings on ontologies mentioned at the start of this article, that continue to focus on the separations between modernist understandings of human relations to their surroundings and those of other societies.
Here then, rather than seeing modernity as inextricably joined to an understanding of humans as separate from their surroundings we can see an example of a more complex modernity. While
Ford, Fordlândia and Belterra form a very particular example they are important first and not least because Henry Ford and the company he founded are so synonymous with so much of modernity. If the man who brought so many aspects of modernity into people's everyday lives held and expounded such ideas then it emphasizes that a focus on the distinctions of 'modern' thinking may be misguided and act to mask more complex and hybrid approaches to the world. In 7 For all of the expenditure Dean notes that "for the first five years of its existence Fordlândia had no one resident on its staff, or even available as a consultant, with scientific training in tropical agriculture or practical experience in rubber planting" (Dean 1987:75) . This lack of biological expertise and foreplanning was a key aspect of the demise of Ford's Brazilian projects which were ultimately deemed a costly failure by the company as leaf blight devastated the plantations as soon as they matured enough for the tree crowns to meet (Grandin 2009:316) .
